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MARITIME DECARBONISATION 

DECARBONISATION THROUGH 
MARITIME AUTONOMY

Nil Angli – Nil.Angli@esa.int
Business Applications and Space Solutions
Maritime Lead
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What is ESA Space Solutions?
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human spaceflight space transportation 
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technology 
operations 

exploration 
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ESA Business Applications & Space Solutions (BASS)

The largest space innovation network in the world

• The go-to place for great business involving space to improve 
everyday life. 

• Supporting European companies including start-ups and SMEs to 
develop businesses using space technology and data.

• Offering funding, business and technical support to help to generate 
successful business and create jobs.
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Business Applications: space-enabled services

Using any space asset(s) and integrating them with terrestrial assets for the benefit of life on Earth
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Our Offer

Zero-Equity
Funding

(€50k - €2M+)

Tailored Project 
Management 

Support

Access to our 
Network and 

Partners

Use of ESA 
brand for 
credibility

Our aim is to work together to make your idea commercially viable, with:
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Thematic Call
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Maritime Decarbonisation

Fixed Call for Proposals aimed at supporting the development of sustainable 

space-based services and applications that address challenges related to 

the decarbonisation of the maritime industry. 

Additionally, the call seeks to assist the maritime sector in adapting to and 

complying with new European and international regulatory frameworks. 

• 4 themes opened subsequently from 1 May to mid 2025

• Funding: up to 50% (80% for SMEs) of development costs

• No IP or equity retention

• Open to Feasibility Studies and Demonstration Projects

Maritime Decarbonisation Call
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Maritime Decarbonisation Call

Decarbonisation through 
maritime autonomy

Port decarbonisation
Digitalisation 

and operations optimisation
Green Fuels 

(well to wake)
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Areas of interest

• Enhancing the efficiency of autonomous vessels

• Navigating and overcoming regulatory barriers

• Advancing shore-based infrastructure

• Protecting autonomous systems from external threats

• Supporting the next generation of seafarers (at sea and onshore)

• Increasing autonomy levels

• Improving situational awareness for autonomous operations

Maritime Decarbonisation Call
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Important dates

• OPENING DATE: 31 October 2024

• CLOSING DATE: 15 January 2025

Maritime Decarbonisation Call
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Activity implementation

Users/ Customers 
Needs Feasibility Study Demonstration 

Project Operational Service

User Driven
Business Opportunity

Consolidated 
Business Case

Validated 
Viable Service
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BASS Funding Schemes

Direct
Negotiation

Feasibility studies

Demonstration projects

Max 500k EUR, 50-80% funded by ESA
(can be 100% for research institutions)

No max cost, 50-80% funded by ESA
(dependent on delegation decision)

Invitation To Tender 
- ITT

(Open competition)

Feasibility studies

Kick-Starts (KS)

Max 200k EUR, 50-100% funded by ESA

Upto 60k EUR funding, 75% funded by ESA

Type of activity Total cost of activity & fundingEntry point

Kick-Starts (KS) Upto 60k EUR funding, 75% funded by ESA

IPRs remain with companies
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How to apply?
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How to Apply

• Incremental procurement approach: APQ is the starting point – max. 8-page document 
with a standard template to present WHAT, WHY, HOW

• Standard templates for proposals and deliverables before and during activity 
implementation

• Ambassador Platform available to guide companies in the process
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APQ – Activity Pitch Questionnaire

1. (WHO) Company Background 
Information.

2. (WHAT) do you want to offer your 
customers and what is the added 
value?

3. (WHY) Who are the target 
beneficiaries addressed by your offer, 
and what are their pains and gains

4. (HOW) do you intend to implement

(OPTIONAL) APQ+ for fast-track 
application
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Authorisation from National Delegation

1. The authorization form the National Delegation will be required for the 
submission of the Full Proposal (third step in the application process), thus it 
is a good idea to initiate a dialogue with your National Delegation early on. 

2. Please note that funding is open to consortiums, however all organisations 
and businesses must be located in an ESA member state participating in the 
programme BASS

3. To date, these countries include Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, 
Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Lithuania, Ireland, 
Italy, Luxembourg, The Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, 
Sweden, Switzerland, and The United Kingdom. 

4. The contact information of the National Delegations can be found at 
https://business.esa.int/national-delegations
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Nil Angli – Nil.Angli@esa.int
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nilangli/

Thank You!

Subscribe for Maritime 
opportunities

mailto:Nil.Angli@esa.int
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nilangli/
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